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Differences of Butterfly Communities among Schoolyards in Aichi Prefecture,
with Special Reference to Common Species and Their Preferring Environments

Shunsuke Serizawa *, Mayuko Ito ** and Yukari Suzuki *

(Abstract)

The butterfly communities in schoolyards of 18 elementary schools in Aichi Prefecture (7 in Kasugai, 6 in Nishio and 5

in Nagoya) were monitored by the transect-count method. Dominances of 14 species were more than 1% in any of the three

areas. Among these common species, Ypthima argus was found mainly in tall herb areas, Pseudozizeeria maha, Everes

argiades, Lycaena phlaeas and Eurema hecabe were found mainly in low herb areas, Graphium sarpedon, Papilio xuthus

and Hestina japonica were found mainly in the places where trees or shrubs were planted, Pieris rapae and Lampides

boeticus were found mainly in vegetable gardens, and Parnara guttata, Pelopidas mathias, Cynthia cardui and Argyreus

hyperbius were found mainly in flower gardens. The hexagonal graph showing the relative abundance of six species groups

(the above five common species groups corresponding to preferring environments and rarely appearing species group in

addition) is proposed for the method comparing the structure of butterfly community in each schoolyard.
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Table 1. Information on studied schools.
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Fig. 2. Habitats of 14 common species and other rarely appearing species.
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Table 2. Average number of individuals of five common species groups corresponding to preferring environments and rarely

appearing species in each schoolyard.
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Fig. 3. Relative abundance of six species groups in each schoolyard.
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