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Fossil freshwater sponges from the Middle Pleistocene Tsumori Formation
in Mashiki-machi, Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan

Keiji Matsuoka *, Yoshiki Masuda** and Eiichi Kitabayashi ***

(Abstract)

Fossils of the spongillid sponge, EFunapius fragilis and Ephydatia muelleri occur in the Middle Pleistocene Tsumori
Formation in Mashiki-machi, Kumamoto Prefecture, Kyushu, Japan. This is the 2nd record of fossil Eunapius fragilis
and Ephydatia muelleri from the Pleistocene in Japan. The Tsumori Formation consists of a lacustrine sediment which
contains fossils of diatoms, plant fragments, sponges, molluscs, insects, and fish. The fossil sponges occur in the lower
part of the Tsumori Formation that is subdivided into the lower and upper parts with lithological characters. The fossils are
found on the surface of plant fragments and in massive mudstone. Those occurrences suggest that the sponges were rapidly
deposited after death of the sponge. If the habitat preferences of the sponges have not change over time, the fossil sponges
from the lower part of the Tsumori Formation is inferred to hav éeen formed shallow lake with waters of high mineral and

organic contents.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the local ity of Shimojin, Mashiki-machi,
Kumamot o Prefecture, Japa n. Using the topog raphic map
“Mifune’, scale : .00 by he Geographica Survey Ingitute.
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Fig. 2. Geological column of the Tsumori Formation at the fossil

locality. Arrow showing the fossil horizon.
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ENTW 5 (Imanishi, 1967). F#EEIEEE LT, %
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WE L EREORRICOWTIE, R EELS
nTwa (B4 - al, 1992, 1993).
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JIRA B L7z (55 1K), ZORirodEfkE 1,
ARINERE BT 2R ac73y FLTBY, &
JEEIZAIARINVER A BT A fd GOl S % 58
IZF 15 mOBER»H 5 (F2K). ek o i
I3, BKEE IS URIERN 27 mokkRAa~ R
iR aEs S ), KAWL EET L. oK
HALA X, BE DR 20 m WO, 0%t
A% CEENDBHENS, FITHLARHERD I2E
Vg LRECHEHN L (E3K). BEO L7 15
B OPFITIE, P IZIZEAEEEFN TV,
32T —=HA XA VIIREEDSS <, KREDOSRIKO A
DL ALNL, T HA X IERED D7 L,
BEWIRIRTH 5. woKilEMmiba o g, #5
[EOTHEIZH725. HET HILEIE, 1 TARD
KB —HH “Anodonta” sp., BHALH, 7 FEDO—FE
Carrasius sp., /N7 ¥ F TIED 1 1 Rhodeus sp. T 5.
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BEARDEE

i (W) W Class Demosponges Sollas, 1875
&V A4 B4 X /Pl Family Spongillidae Gray, 1867
T HAL A VIR Genus Kunapius Gray, 1867
I HhA XV  Eunapius fragilis (Leidy, 1851)

TR L BAGT B A A IR E (TMNHO06339~06342)

LD T T A X ORMEA I AL O F I 12
CHELTVS (53X 3,4). EXE 1mllTFE#L,
LB DIAIBIRT, HAEMDORIRIZZE>TwD. K
E3E, BAT20m, FATSmIETHAH. i,
FEBTHDL. FIKE, MIEOHZRE LTHEY L h I
fBlzAz (3K 3), FEEMIIE RSN TS,
FhiX, BREREFERER PSR, EHENE
3w, FEERE, @B, miER (564X
2) THjdG IR A4 IS < 2o o TV B, KINE TS
Thb. FEEHIE, BEIRT, W2l LEsr b0l
RRRDLLDONH N, ERIZEATHS (55414 5,6).
%L DbDIZWB WA A, EFICITROESTIZS
IZH DAY, M TeReBEE Db, E&I1E708 ~ 1193
m CF¥598.9m), 1§iX 5.8 ~ 1 1m (CF¥ 8.0m) TH 5.
% © Leidy (1851) &, I T AL A& XA
A V)& (Spongilla) OFifE & L CTRLik L7275, Penney
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BI3E. FAE KA.
1:327—=Hh 4 A, TMNH-06342 (X 3.0); 2: 325 =754 A, TMNH-06339 (X 7.0); 3: 3T Hh A A,
TMNH-06328 (X 2.0); 4: 3754 4>, TMNH-06337 (X 5.0).

Fig. 3. Fossil freshwater sponges from the Tsumori Formation.
1 : Ephydatia muelleri, TMNH-06342 (X 3.0); 2: Ephydatia muelleri, TMNH-06339 (X 7.0); 3 : Eunapius fragilis,
TMNH-06328 (X 2.0); 4 : Eunapius fragilis, TMNH-06337 (X 5.0).
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Table 1. Spicule measurements of the recent and fossil Eunapius fragilis.
Sasaki (1934) Penny and Racek (1968) Matsuoka (1983) Matsuoka et al2004)
HHEER HEER WA HREE T (in pm)
FE () e (F34) R W& o) e E3 () i (F34)
250-360(323)  11-15(13.4) 180270 5-12 197-269 11-17
FERE R FERE R FEE A FERE A
£ (FY) e (FF3) e W& B & £ (FH) i (FF34)

68-118(92.1)  6-8(7) 75-140  2-7 66-114  7-14 70.8-119.3(98.9)  5.8-11.0(8.0)
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2T NA AL IATHA X ACEOBEE R & FERRE A

327 —NAXOEREREFRER; 23T A A OFKER; 3,4 327 =4 XV OFRE
5,6: AT HA A VOFEREH. 1,2 DA — VX 50m, 3-6 DAT — )V 25 m.

Fig. 4. Spicular components of the fossil Eunapius fragilis and Ephydatia muelleri.

I: Megasd eres and gemmoscleres of Epliydata nudlen; 2 Megasd ere of Eumapius fragilis 3 3 4: Gemmo scleres of Ephydata

muelled ; 5, 6: Gemmoscleres of Eunapius fragilis. 1,2: scale=50 ym, 3-6: scale=25 m.

and Racek (1968) 12X 0 I T Hh A X Vg (Bunapius)
2B SN/, AL, Ananndale (1909) 12 & D
WCHAPHE SR, KA REHO—HOMEIC X
D EHITHA L TWD I EDPS ISz (Sasaki,
1934, 1936 ; £ 4 K, 1969, 1973).

TR ORHINE, MMEAEZMEBRLEL, TL87—
TRAEL, Zeiss L OMEIMTEE (1 —/NZ T X
L) EHw R 100 AR & L7z, 2 ORI

R%, Sasaki (1934), Penny and Racek (1968) DI
flAR T OF Matsuoka (1983) DAL AMEDOEIHEER (K
SEmE, () W) L3FEkah (RS LM, ()
M) a1 RTHE L2 (EAIEm).
FEHRELLDOITHA A VIL, BEEHR OB R
<, BHERHIEUEL 2o 7z, FERERIE, HAED
L) LR RE L, R BEBOI T A4 X211,
KE DB IR X DAVER B R ICE L WA
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Table 2. Spicule measurements of the recent and fossil Ephydatia muelleri.
Sasaki (1934) Penny and Racek (1968) Matsuoka (1983) Matsuoka e al2004)
BREE R BB R HHEE R HEE R (in pm)
RS CHY)  ECEY) £ i £ I £ (F) i ((7-3)
220-360(283) 10-16(12.9) 220-360 12-16 133-360 7-25 250.2-352.5(302.5) 13.3-20.2(16. 2
FERE R FERG R FERE R FERE
B (FY)  ZEOFY) £ 7% £ #% £ (F) & (73)
12-15(14)  16-21(18.4) 12-15 1622 11-18 1528 12.0-22.9(16.3) 18.6-37.2(24. 7

A 515 (Penney and Racek, 1968 ; 4 HH - 74 %,
2002). FTAARXYBICEENLEOMEER, Hh
U THL, ZORFSEELGEE 2L LA TS
HOBHIDRAFEN TR Wz, ZOFEKEH OE
BOAT, L LTRETAILRELVD, K
AL CUESEERE Fr O T RE S S 5 AR IC[FE L 7.

HITHA X VG Genus Ephydatia Lamouroux, 1816
225 —N4 XV Ephydatia muelleri (Liebekiihn, 186)

BEA T EAGTH B AR R AR (TMNHO06310~06338)
LR D R 2T A 2 oM LA, HERERTE R
HYALAOERIIZIACHEL TS (B3 1, 2).
LA DK E 1, £32T 100 n, 5758 T 50 m F T T,
B2 3mlEdhsd0bdl), ZORIEIHATHS.
fuld, ZKAMBPLIHEBTH B, Bk, RLAO%
MY X LR EOSIcAZL (3K 1).

HRE, BBEREFERER PO %0, EENE T
Ev, BREERIE, Bl L, R (54 1) T,
W TR A IS oo TV h,. REIZFETH S
A, BEPINESRONL, ESIE M 2~ 1 5m
(F3302.5,m), TE»2%13.3 ~202m (*F¥16.2m) T
HB. FEERIE, WBRAT, WREEZEATH
5 (543,4). HWAOKIESD 51005 DH %\,
FHITTFHE L LDOTRINES RSN D K& &,
BE2%120 ~229m (CF¥ 163 m), WO 18.6 ~
372m (CE¥247m) TH5H. #IEFHETHDEH, K
ERPEOWERZLIDOLDH L. BIORESIE, 33
~59m (F¥jd44m) TH5.

% . AMEIX, Lieberkiihn (1856) 12X ) X< H A A
Vg (Spongilla) DFFEL LTRFAY (KFNA V) »
LOEARICEDZ G I N, HAD S 1, Weltner
(1895) IC X VT &N, ZOBHAAGEIZBWTD
FHOWE SN TS (Sasaki, 1934, 1936 ; k4
AR, 1969, 1973 ; #&H - fEHE, 1993). Hi&EH & 3F

KERIE, BREIINEPDLSDOPE20H D
ITHOLND . EDD, NEDPIFEETLEDEFI =
T=HARXAY, BB DEFEI2T—HIAAVENF
(Ephydatia japonica (Hilgendorf, 1882)) |2/ & L T
%72 (Penny and Racek , 1968). L 2> L, 2 FHODIFERH 5
FEHE L 7R DS & DI UMD B 2 TR $ 2 L D35
BRCHERR SN, 329 — DA AVERFEIZT5—7
AXAVEFMTH DI EHHL I E N7 (Masuda,
1998).

FHOFHNE, 3704 2 v EEMR FETIT- 72,
Z DFHGE R %, Sasaki (1934 ), Penny and Racek (1968)
DOBAMRKR K Y, Matsuoka (1983) DALAEKD F 14
Hh (BSLiE, () WIETFY) LFHkagh (B3t
Mo, () WIFFE) L2 TliRLA (B
ALldm). 7272 L, Sasaki (1934), Penny and Racek (1968)
\, Ephydatia japonica & A% & N7 ARR O ETHANE % ff
HAL7. EHRBroDI 27— X%, BREN
EHFEREEBBAEDMEAE LY RE (R, T,
HEEMEFERNRE2SOLA L CEmE R LT
Ws.

z %

AINAAEI2T=TA A YORLEVILA
&, NA A NVEERO Y v h @O R S i &
NTw5 (Martinson, 1948). TN 5%, HHDOAKIC
HOLLEDT, WXDOAT v F 2 AR Y Tk Eilko
QHETH L) PITHTE R, HEALSIE, &
REMEHERORE,S FFl2 @l shtws
(Matsuoka, 1983 ; #A[f, 1986). I 74 A A ¥ ILERH R
JBEEELE2S, 32T —h A4 A VIIEERAE,S
FEHLTBY, &I (70 THE25 50 7
R IEHERICS A LTV EICh b, EHREED
ST (40 TAERTD) TH Y (BA - 5N,
1992), BEXH EE O BRKERILA OELEAL L ) 2R
HLw, BlEEOIIh A A 0E, F—avox, b7 R
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VA, F=ANF)T, TIT, T7)h%EeKE
WAL, 329—A4 A2, I—ays8 b7 2
VI, T YT O SIERE T TOAMA LT A
(Penny and Racek, 1968). Miff& &, B H 21T,
T IR A L T 72 REMEATE V.

AR 2 HERE L i (a1, a0k
HRE 5B L, Z ORISR DS 5 B2 id 4 ARk
RNy ) FIBOMD D 5722 L BEIL SN TS
CAPN-BA, 19 ). HERMICERLL T 2Bz,
LA DFER S A, HHH, KERR, IV Z
LI TH B BARERLAIX, T AL AL I 2
T=HARXAYO2HENHRY, BEVPELETHHET
bo. ALADERIE, T, A, MUAEIHE LR
RECREM L, 2MOBIAMAKT S AR 2 & R 81
BEANTWE, 27— A4 A& AbAIEHEREY 12 E 8
% L72BERERT D00 D 575, BATH kLA
BEDSHRG S C\wb (Sasaki, 1934). F72, oLy
Bty FOKBEIZE G EWHESEH VLA 1~ 15
m/KEE F Th 55 (Jewell, 1935; Harrison, 1974). &
PRI 2 HERE L 7o RIS 12 UL, A Lo, BERH
HREILA TV Z L A RT M EASFOBER D
0, ROIE RS O A BUZE L 7278 0
BETHo72 I EDHETES.

RKICHERB O KL IZONWTHETHL.
HA AT HA XL, BAER CARBPIICER
LTWAZEDRHEINTWS (Jewell, 1935; Pennak,
1953). M F THIE & N7z kAW O £ BT O
KEIZOWTHA SN, BMITLiIZFiovbon T
(Harrison, 1974, 1988). €Nl &b &, 327 -7
AEAINARXRYDO2MIE, AV T LET) D
BOHORRER L2 ->THBY, HEWRLIATIL
BB E WKEZFOEAPH 5. £ LT, 21
AR L TWAKEMEO B Z A THhSE, pH
X 6.1 ~ 85, Kih16 ~24C, b7 1 %07 ~
11.6mg/l, BEE OO0~ 1600 7% D, I 27—H1 X
COMEEEFELL A, EHRENAODOITAA X YOI
Rk, 3294 AL Phwv. ZOHEBEE L
T, FTHARAIEALT A ZHHL T LA
BEORBPRER & 72> T WD 2 EHS (Jewell, 1935),
HEEMO ZBL T A FOEIL, 0.7mg/ll 12D o 72
bDOLHMEETE S,

HERB oS DVHER 2 160D TRV D) B IR AKMEA
D2 AR LR 725, WE & DB LT
BEREVPEVWI EE LTS, LIRS
KIBIRALS T WARBW L E b O2I 2T -1
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